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round eponyms, to lay down the straitest rales abont purity
of blood, and to settle down under Brahmanic direction on
the lines of a pure-blooded race. For the predilection of all
these rough clans towards becoming particular and orthodox as
they rise in the Indian world is very marked; being due, of
course, to the increasing pressure of the Brahmanic atmosphere
as they ascend*

After this manner, in prehistoric days, the impure clan may
have been constantly developing into the pure clan, drawing
closer the lines of patrician kinship and of religion as it
worked its way upward; while again the pure clan, having
reached its fall as an institution, begins to decline and give
place to younger groups under more capable leaders than the
effete descendants of ancient heroes. But the time for such
tribal revolutions has gone by in India, because the sur-
rounding world has advanced too far ahead of these primitive
peoples" cooped up in the central regions. The only political
speculation now worth making regarding the clans, is how
these antique groups will manage to melt themselves down
in the crucible of civilisation, and to join the general asso-
ciation of modern India, At the beginning of the eighteenth
century the clans showed symptoms of feudalising, under the
influence of events similar to those which transformed Europe
during the break-up of the Carlovingian Empire. At the
end of that century tne Rana of Oodipoor, whose ancestor
had the leadership of all the clans, was reduced to the
condition of the last of the Merovingians. All the clans
would have been broken up politically if the English had not
interfered; and it is now very hard to guess whether the
ruling chiefs will preserve separate political States, when the
clan may merge into an aristocracy of the general population ;
or whether the great old families will filter through the Fergus
Mclvor phase of cultured chieftainship into an hereditary
nobility of the empire.

Thus far we have been tracing the development and the
operation upon primitive society of the unmixed idea of
kinship. Undoubtedly, as has been suggested already, kinship
asr an institution in India has been fostered and cemented* by